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(57) ABSTRACT

A method uses time-domain reflectometry to measure a sig-
nal reflection delay in a conductive trace formed on a specific
passive printed circuit board, and uses the measured signal
reflection delay as an index into a table storing a predeter-
mined association between signal reflection delay and passive
printed circuit board manufacturing information, wherein the
table includes a plurality of predetermined signal reflection
delay values, and wherein each of the predetermined signal
reflection delay values is associated with unique passive
printed circuit board manufacturing information. During
manufacturing of the passive printed circuit board, a hole is
drilled through the passive printed circuit board so that the
hole intersects with the conductive trace and divides the con-
ductive trace into a proximal segment extending from the
connector to the hole and a distal segment that is electrically
isolated from the proximal segment by the hole.
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USING TIME-DOMAIN REFLECTOMETRY
TO IDENTIFY MANUFACTURING
INFORMATION FOR A PASSIVE PRINTED
CIRCUIT BOARD

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to the design, manufacture
and use of passive printed circuit boards.

2. Background of the Related Art

Currently there is no cost effective way for a system man-
agement device (IMM, BMC, etc) to track or read PCB manu-
facturing information (build date, lot number, etc) on cards
with no active components (such as a EEPROM, program-
mable logic, or micro-controller). Cards that meet this billing
are typically mid-planes boards that are designed for high
reliability and wish not to use active components that may
compromise failure rates. Typically these boards only have
press fit connectors on them. One step further, these cards
typically do not go through a solder process.

The most commonly accepted solution to this problem is
the creation and use of a “personality” card. A personality
card is a smaller separate card with an EEPROM that is
attached to the passive board with a connector and stores the
mid-plane’s vital product data. The use of a personality card
is an expensive way to identify manufacturing information
about a PCB, because it requires an additional connector set
and development/production costs associated with the per-
sonality card.

BRIEF SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present invention provides a
method, comprising using time-domain reflectometry to
measure a signal reflection delay in a conductive trace formed
on a specific passive printed circuit board, and using the
measured signal reflection delay as an index into a table
storing a predetermined association between signal reflection
delay and passive printed circuit board manufacturing infor-
mation, wherein the table includes a plurality of predeter-
mined signal reflection delay values, and wherein each of the
predetermined signal reflection delay values is associated
with unique passive printed circuit board manufacturing
information.

Another embodiment of the present invention provides a
method of manufacturing passive printed circuit boards. The
method comprises forming a plurality of passive printed cir-
cuit boards, wherein each passive printed circuit board has a
conductive trace. Each conductive trace has a proximal end in
electrical communication with a connector, a distal end, and
the same length and continuous pathway from the proximal
end to the distal end. The method further comprises selecting
a position for drilling a hole in one of the passive printed
circuit boards, wherein the position is selected from a plural-
ity of predetermined positions spaced apart along the length
of the conductive trace. Each predetermined position is used
to indicate manufacturing information about the passive
printed circuit board. Still further, the method comprises drill-
ing a hole through the passive printed circuit board so that the
hole intersects with the conductive trace and divides the con-
ductive trace into a proximal segment extending from the
connector to the hole and a distal segment that is electrically
isolated from the proximal segment by the hole.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a passive printed circuit board
connected to a chassis management module.
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FIG. 2 is a table storing a correlation between signal reflec-
tion time and a manufacturing lot number or additional
printed circuit board vital product data.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are diagrams of a conductive trace manu-
factured into the printed circuit board and a selected hole
drilled through the conductive trace to identify manufacturing
data related to the printed circuit board.

FIGS. 4A-4C are side view of printed circuit boards having
a conductive trace on a top surface of the PCB, within an
internal layer of the PCB, and some combination of PCB
layers.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are cross-sectional side views of passive
printed circuit board having a conductive trace manufactured
into the printed circuit board and a selected hole drilled
through the conductive trace to identify manufacturing data
related to the printed circuit board.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One embodiment of the present invention provides a
method, comprising using time-domain reflectometry to
measure a signal reflection delay ina conductive trace formed
on a specific passive printed circuit board, and using the
measured signal reflection delay as an index into a table
storing a predetermined association between signal reflection
delay and passive printed circuit board manufacturing infor-
mation, wherein the table includes a plurality of predeter-
mined signal reflection delay values, and wherein each of the
predetermined signal reflection delay values is associated
with unique passive printed circuit board manufacturing
information.

Time-domain reflectometry (TDR) is a measurement tech-
nique that is used to determine the characteristics of electrical
lines by observing reflected waveforms. The amount of time
required for an emanated pulse or signal to reach the reflect-
ing impedance (i.e., the hole) and return to the TDR circuit is
bereferred to herein as “signal reflection delay.” For example,
the plurality of predetermined signal reflection delay values
may correspond to the conductive trace being terminated at
any of a plurality of predetermined positions spaced apart in
uniform increments along the length of the conductive trace.

The table may be stored in any suitable data structure and
is not limited to a spreadsheet type structure of columns and
rows. However, the table may be referred to as have a plurality
of records, where each record has a plurality of data fields.
Accordingly, the table may include a separate record for each
of plurality of predetermined signal reflection delay values.
Each signal reflection delay may be uniquely associated with
a particular record which includes passive printed circuit
board manufacturing information. The passive printed circuit
board manufacturing information may, for example and with-
out limitation, include or identify a manufacturing lot number
or a printed circuit board type.

In a further embodiment, the method may further comprise
coupling the passive printed circuit board to an active printed
circuit board through a connector. Accordingly, the connector
provides electronic communication between the conductive
trace on the passive printed circuit board and a programmable
logic device, such as a field-programmable gate array, on the
active printed circuit board. The programmable logic device
is then responsible for performing the time-domain reflecto-
metry to measure the signal reflection delay. In one example,
the passive printed circuit board is a midplane and the active
printed circuit board is a chassis management module.

In one example, a field-programmable gate array (FPGA)
is configured to take time-domain reflectometry (TDR) mea-
surements from a proximal end of the conductive trace. The



US 9,310,417 B2

3

FPGA can measure the amount of time that it takes for a
signal (pulse) generated at the proximal end of the conductive
trace to reflect and return to the FPGA. The FPGA may
include latches that enable the FPGA to provide a simple
timer, for example a timer that can run at 500 Mhz.

In another example, the active printed circuit board
includes an integrated management module in electronic
communication with the field-programmable gate array for
receiving the measured signal reflection delay. Optionally, the
integrated management module has access to memory storing
the table. After the integrated management module receives
the measured signal reflection, the integrated management
module may, for example, identify the passive printed circuit
board manufacturing information to one or more nodes con-
nected to the passive printed circuit board. Furthermore, the
passive printed circuit board manufacturing information
associated with the measure signal reflection delay may be
used to improve performance of a system including the pas-
sive printed circuit board. For example, the passive printed
circuit board may be a midplane and the one or more nodes
may be blade servers.

Another embodiment of the present invention provides a
method of manufacturing passive printed circuit boards. The
method comprises forming a plurality of passive printed cir-
cuit boards, wherein each passive printed circuit board has a
conductive trace. Each conductive trace has a proximal end in
electrical communication with a connector, a distal end, and
the same length and continuous pathway from the proximal
end to the distal end. The method further comprises selecting
a position for drilling a hole in one of the passive printed
circuit boards, wherein the position is selected from a plural-
ity of predetermined positions spaced apart along the length
of the conductive trace. The selected position of the hole is
used to indicate manufacturing information about the passive
printed circuit board. Still further, the method comprises drill-
ing a hole through the passive printed circuit board so that the
hole intersects with the conductive trace and divides the con-
ductive trace into a proximal segment extending from the
connector to the hole and a distal segment that is electrically
isolated from the proximal segment by the hole.

The plurality of predetermined positions are preferably
spaced apart in uniform increments. Accordingly, selecting
the position for drilling a hole from among the predetermined
positions will assure that the measured signal reflection delay
associated with the conductive trace will be easily distin-
guishable from other signal reflection delays.

After manufacturing the passive printed circuit board, the
selected position of the hole is determinable by using time-
domain reflectometry to measure a signal reflection delay in
the proximal segment of the conductive trace through the
connector. Preferably, manufacturing information about the
passive printed circuit board is identifiable using the mea-
sured signal reflection delay as an index into a table storing a
predetermined association between signal reflection delay
and passive printed circuit board manufacturing information.
Furthermore, the table may include a plurality of predeter-
mined signal reflection delay values, such that each of the
predetermined signal reflection delay values is associated
with unique passive printed circuit board manufacturing
information.

Each passive printed circuit board is designed and manu-
factured with a conductive trace extending to a connector,
such as a connector to another printed circuit board. For
example, the passive printed circuit board may be a midplane
and the other printed circuit board may be a chassis manage-
ment module. A programmable logic device capable of time-
domain reflectometry (TDR) is provided on the other printed
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circuit board and in electronic communication with the con-
ductive trace through the connector. Using TDR, an amount
of'signal reflection delay is a function of the length of the total
electrically conductive path length from the programmable
logic device through the connector and along the conductive
trace. This total length can be shortened by drilling a hole
through the conductive trace.

In various embodiments, the conductive trace may include
conductive vias spaced apart along the length of the conduc-
tive trace in the plurality of predetermined positions. The
conductive via at the selected position of the “hole” is then
back drilled to remove the conductive metal within that par-
ticular via. This embodiments is particularly convenient when
the passive printed circuit board already requires a back drill
process, such as to improve the signal quality associated with
via stubs elsewhere on the passive printed circuit board.

Inuse, the programmable logic device on the active printed
circuit board will take TDR measurements of the conductive
trace on the passive printed circuit board and the TDR mea-
surements will be used as an index into a lookup table that
contains the predetermined TDR values associated with pre-
determined manufacturing data. A service processor or inte-
grated management module (IMM) can read and log either
the TDR measurements or the manufacturing information
from the programmable logic device, and make it accessible
to service technicians and product engineers.

The present invention allows a high-reliability printed cir-
cuit board to be designed and manufactured without any
active components on the board and without a separate per-
sonality card that needs to be secured to the board. In accor-
dance with embodiments of the present invention, the fore-
going benefits may be achieved while providing a method and
apparatus for identifying manufacturing information about
the board.

The conductive trace can be located on any one or more of
the layers of the passive PCB. After forming the conductive
trace, the length of the trace can be set by drilling a target hole
or via through the PCB directly over the path of the conduc-
tive trace so that a distal end of the conductive trace is dis-
connected from the rest of the conductive trace. The modified
length of the conductive trace establishes a signal reflection
time in the remaining portion of the conductive trace.

The entirety of the conductive trace should be long enough
to define a plurality of identifiable points at which the target
hole may be drilled, where each of the identifiable points are
spaced apart so that the signal reflection time resulting from
drilling the hole at any one of the identifiable points can be
easily distinguished from the signal reflection time resulting
from drilling the hole at any of the other identifiable points.

In one embodiment, the conductive trace is part of a mid-
plane, and the FPGA and IMM are located on a card that plugs
into the midplane. For example, the FPGA and the IMM may
be part of a chassis management module that plugs into the
midplane. One of the conductors, such as a ground wire, in an
existing connector from the midplane to the CMM may be
used to establish communication between the FPGA and the
conductive trace.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a system 10 including a passive
printed circuit board 20 connected to a chassis management
module 40. The passive printed circuit board 20 includes a
conductive trace 22 having a proximal end 24 in electrical
communication with a connector 26 and a distal end 28.
Regardless of the manufacturing lot or PCB type, each of a
plurality of such printed circuit boards 20 should have the
same length and continuous pathway from the proximal end
to the distal end. For the specific passive printed circuit boards
20 shown, a hole (not shown) will have been drilled at one of
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the predetermined positions 30 (twelve shown) spaced apart
along the length of the conductive trace 22. Each predeter-
mined position, as well as the entirety of the length of the
conductive trace, may be used to indicate manufacturing
information about the passive printed circuit board 20, such as
a manufacturing lot number. As previously described, a hole
is drilled through the passive printed circuit board 20 so that
the hole intersects with the conductive trace 22 and divides
the conductive trace into a proximal segment extending from
the connector 26 to the hole and a distal segment that is
electrically isolated from the proximal segment by the hole.

The system 10 also includes an active printed circuit board,
such as a chassis management module (CMM) 40, which is
connected to the passive printed circuit board 20 by a con-
nector 42. The CMM 40 includes a field-programmable gate
array (FPGA) 44 that provides the circuit 46 to perform
time-domain reflectometry (TDR). A conductive trace 48
extends from the TDR circuit 46 to the connector 42. In
operation, the TDR 46 generates a signal or pulse into the
conductive trace 48, which is conducted through the connec-
tors 42, 26 to the proximal end 24 of the conductive trace 22
on the passive printed circuit board 20. The signal reflection
delay includes the amount of time that is required for the
signal or pulse to travel from the TDR 46, through the con-
nectors 42, 26, along the conductive trace 22 on the passive
printed circuit board 20, reflect at a terminal end of the con-
ductive trace 22 (as determined by the position of any drilled
hole), and return to the TDR 46.

The FPGA 44 communicates the measured signal reflec-
tion delay to the integrated management module (IMM) 50.
In the embodiment shown, the IMM 50 stores a table 52 of
manufacturing information or vital product data for a plural-
ity of passive printed circuit boards. Accordingly, the position
of a hole at one of the predetermined positions 30 is deter-
minable using TDR 46, and the measured signal reflection
delay can be used by the IMM 50 to lookup manufacturing
information associated with the passive printed circuit board
20.

FIG. 2 is an example of the table 52 that stores a correlation
between signal reflection time (column/field 54) and a manu-
facturing lot number (column/field 56) or additional printed
circuit board vital product data (column/field 58). In this
embodiment, if no hole is drilled to bifurcate the conductive
trace (conductive trace 22 of FIG. 1), then the signal reflection
delay is 15 nanoseconds (ns). The record (row) with a signal
reflection delay of 15 ns has a predetermined association (i.e.,
within the same record) with manufacturing lot number 1.
Optionally, PCB vital product data may also have a predeter-
mined association with this record, whether the data is in the
same table stored by the IMM or some other table stored on
the IMM or some other component.

Drilling a hole through the conductive trace at one of the
predetermined position will shorten the effective length of the
conductive trace (i.e., the proximal segment of the conductive
trace), such that the signal reflection delay is proportionally
reduced. In this example, drilling a hole at a first predeter-
mined position 30 (labelled “Lot 2” in FIG. 1) will result in a
signal reflection delay of 14 ns, which associates the PCB
with Lot 2 (see column/field 56). Each record in the table 52
is uniquely identifiable by which one (or if any) of the prede-
termined positions has been drilled.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are diagrams of a conductive trace 22
manufactured into the passive printed circuit board 20 and a
selected hole 60 drilled through the passive printed circuit
board 20 and the conductive trace 22 to identify manufactur-
ing data related to the printed circuit board. Since the hole 60
is aligned with the conductive trace 22 and wider than the
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conductive trace 22, the hole effectively cuts or divides the
conductive trace 22 so that there is no electrical communica-
tion between a distal segment. Although the CMM 40 is not
shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B, it should be recognized that for
purposes of this example the CMM 40 and its FGPA 44 and 50
would be connected in the manner shown in FIG. 1.

In FIG. 3A, the hole 60 has been drilled at one of the
predetermined positions associated with “Lot 4”, such that a
distal segment 62 (identified by cross-hatching) is no longer
in electrical communication with a proximal segment 64
(identified by no cross-hatching). This results in a measured
signal reflection delay of 12 ns, which has a predetermined
association with “Lot 4” in table 52 of FIG. 2.

In FIG. 3B, the hole 60 has been drilled at one of the
predetermined positions associated with “Lot 97, such that a
distal segment 62 (identified by cross-hatching) is no longer
in electrical communication with a proximal segment 64
(identified by no cross-hatching). This results in a measured
signal reflection delay of 7 ns, which has a predetermined
association with “Lot 4” in table 52 of FIG. 2.

FIGS. 4A-4C are side views of printed circuit boards 20 A-
20C having a conductive trace 22A-22C. In FIG. 4A, the
conductive trace 22A is located on a top surface of the PCB
20A. InFIG. 4B, the conductive trace 22B is located within an
internal layer of the PCB 20B. In FIG. 4C, the conductive
trace 22C is located on/within a combination of layers of the
PCB 20C. Any of these embodiments are functional in accor-
dance with one or more embodiments of the present inven-
tion, since a hole drilled through the PCB will still be effective
to cut or divide the conductive trace as described herein.
Furthermore, any additional length of the conductive trace
that is due to a conductive via that allows the conductive trace
to extend within a combination of layers may be taken into
account either by changing the predetermined positions or
modifying the signal reflection delay data stored in the table.

FIGS. 5A and 5B are cross-sectional side views of passive
printed circuit board having a conductive trace manufactured
into the printed circuit board and a selected hole drilled
through the conductive trace to identify manufacturing data
related to the printed circuit board. In FIG. 5A, a hole 60 has
been drilled through the conductive trace 22 at the selected
position on the passive printed circuit board 20, such that a
distal segment 62 is no longer in electrical communication
with a proximal segment 64. In FIG. 5B, the conductive trace
22 includes a conductive vias 65 spaced apart along the length
of'the conductive trace in the plurality of predetermined posi-
tions. The conductive via at the selected position of the hole
60 has been back drilled to remove the conductive metal
within that particular via. Accordingly, a distal segment 62 is
no longer in electrical communication with a proximal seg-
ment 64.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one
ormore computer readable medium(s) having computer read-
able program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
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may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing. Computer
program code for carrying out operations for aspects of the
present invention may be written in any combination of one or
more programming languages, including an object oriented
programming language such as Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the
like and conventional procedural programming languages,
such as the “C” programming language or similar program-
ming languages. The program code may execute entirely on
the user’s computer, partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-
alone software package, partly on the user’s computer and
partly on a remote computer or entirely on the remote com-
puter or server. In the latter scenario, the remote computer
may be connected to the user’s computer through any type of
network, including a local area network (LAN) or a wide area
network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an exter-
nal computer (for example, through the Internet using an
Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention may be described with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, and/or
other programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
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stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the present
invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block
diagrams may represent a module, segment, or portion of
code, which comprises one or more executable instructions
for implementing the specified logical function(s). It should
also be noted that, in some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams
and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by special
purpose hardware-based systems that perform the specified
functions or acts, or combinations of special purpose hard-
ware and computer instructions.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, com-
ponents and/or groups, but do not preclude the presence or
addition of one or more other features, integers, steps, opera-
tions, elements, components, and/or groups thereof. The
terms “preferably,” “preferred,” “prefer,” “optionally,”
“may,” and similar terms are used to indicate that an item,
condition or step being referred to is an optional (not
required) feature of the invention.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or steps plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but it is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for identifying manufacturing information
about a passive printed circuit board, comprising:
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providing a field-programmable gate array on an active
printed circuit board, wherein the field-programmable
gate array includes a time-domain reflectometry device
to measure signal reflection delay;

coupling the passive printed circuit board to the active
printed circuit board through a connector, wherein the
connector provides electronic communication between
a conductive trace on the passive printed circuit board
and the field-programmable gate array on the active
printed circuit board;

measuring a signal reflection delay in the conductive trace
formed on the passive printed circuit board using the
time-domain reflectometry device on the active printed
circuit board; and

identifying manufacturing information about the passive
printed circuit board using the measured signal reflec-
tion delay as an index into a table storing a predeter-
mined association between signal reflection delay and
passive printed circuit board manufacturing informa-
tion, wherein the table includes a plurality of predeter-
mined signal reflection delay values, and wherein each
of the predetermined signal reflection delay values is
associated with passive printed circuit board manufac-
turing information.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the passive printed
circuit board manufacturing information includes a manufac-
turing lot number.
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3. The method of claim 1, wherein the passive printed
circuit board manufacturing information includes a printed
circuit board type.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

using the passive printed circuit board manufacturing

information associated with the measure signal reflec-
tion delay to improve performance of a system including
the passive printed circuit board.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the passive printed
circuit board is a midplane and the active printed circuit board
is a chassis management module.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the active printed circuit
board includes an integrated management module in elec-
tronic communication with the field-programmable gate
array for receiving the measured signal reflection delay.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the integrated manage-
ment module has access to memory storing the table.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

the integrated management module identitying the passive

printed circuit board to one or more nodes connected to
the passive printed circuit board.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the time-domain reflec-
tometry (TDR) device uses a signal at about 500 Mhz.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of prede-
termined signal reflection delay values correspond to the
conductive trace being terminated at any of a plurality of
predetermined positions spaced apart in uniform increments
along the length of the conductive trace.
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